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2025-26 PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Category

Highlight

Program participation

38th consecutive year; 17 seedstock breeders consigned
85 bulls of five breeds: Angus, Simmental/SimAngus, Red
Angus, Polled Hereford, and Charolais.

Evaluation performance

All-bull averages: 3.84 Ib/day ADG; 1,280 Ib final weight;
3.15 Ib/day off-test WDA; 23.6 Ib/day DMI.

Ultrasound measures

365-d adj. averages: 0.26 in rib fat; 13.5 sq. in. ribeye area;
2.79% intramuscular fat.

Sale eligibility

67 of 85 bulls were eligible and sold; 18 bulls did not meet
all sale criteria.

Primary ineligibility reasons

BSE-related issues, consignor requests, ADG,
temperament, structure/feet, and one mortality.

Sale results

March 21, 2026, sale grossed $494,750 on 67 bulls, with
an average sale price of $7,384.

Breed sale averages

Angus $7,652; Simmental/SimAngus $7,157; Charolais
$8,250; Red Angus $6,667; Polled Hereford $6,250.

Buyer participation

52 total buyers; 72% of bulls sold to on-site bidders; 28%
of bulls sold online.

Advertising & communication

Promotion included print advertising, breed association
listings, MCA communications, MiBulls.com reports,
email, social media, DVAuction videos, Angus Media
catalog, and BullPEN app.

Digital engagement

Facebook and Instagram generated 77,509 views/reach,
1,775 engagements, 290 likes, and 143 shares; MailChimp
list included 493 subscribers
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BACKGROUND

The Michigan Cattlemen’s Association-Michigan State University (MCA-MSU) Bull Evaluation
Program (BEP) is a cooperative effort between the MCA, MSU, and Wernette Cattle Co. The
objectives of the program are to 1) promote performance-evaluated beef cattle and serve as an
educational tool to acquaint producers with its overall value, 2) provide a common environment
for evaluating young bulls for rate of gain, feed efficiency, soundness, and body composition,
and 3) aid beef producers in obtaining superior bulls that have been evaluated for growth, feed
efficiency, breeding and structural soundness, and carcass merit.

The 2025-26 MCA-MSU Bull Evaluation was the 38" consecutive year of the program. Wernette
Cattle Co., Remus, Michigan furnished facilities and Mr. Karl Wernette served as station
manager and provided daily husbandry for the developing bulls. The facility is a 228 x 50 ft.
monoslope barn consisting of 4 large pens with outdoor exercise lots. The MCA-MSU Bull
Evaluation Committee set the rules, policies, and performance standards, handled
consignments, certified records, and generally supervised the evaluation and sale. The
committee is composed of appointed breed representatives, station manager, MSU faculty, and
MCA Executive Vice President (Table 1). Whenever possible, the MCA-MSU Bull Evaluation
follows the Guidelines for Uniform Beef Improvement Programs published by the Beef
Improvement Federation (BIF, 2026)."

Table 1. MCA-MSU Bull Evaluation Program committee membership, 2025-26
Organizational Representatives Breed Representatives

Michigan Cattlemen’s Association Kyle Longcore, DVM (Simmental; Chair)
Sara Horton-Flokstra* Paul Dawson (Angus; Vice Chair)
Matt Cholger (Simmental)
Michigan State University Kevin Beckington (Angus)
Dan Buskirk Phil AcMoody (Angus)
Joe Jepson (Hereford)
Station Management Drew Bordner (Red Angus)
Karl Wernette G. Patrick White (Charolais)
Mark Sears (Commercial buyer)*
*Ex-officio
BULLS AND MANAGEMENT

Seventeen seedstock-breeder MCA members, (16 MI, 1 IA) evaluated bulls in the 2025-26
evaluation. Eighty-five bulls (40 AN, 38 SM and SMAN, 3 AR, 2 HP, and 2 CH) born between
September 1, 2024, and March 31, 2025, were delivered to the evaluation station, Wernette,
Cattle Co., on October 3,2025. Bulls accepted into the evaluation were required to have a
minimum of 2.4 pounds of weight per day of age (WDA) at delivery, and to not be known or
tested carriers of a lethal genetic defect. Bulls were previously tested negative for Bovine Viral

'BIF. 2026. Guidelines for uniform beef improvement programs. Beef Improvement Federation. Available:
http://guidelines.beefimprovement.org/index.php
4
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Diarrhea Virus (BVDV) and vaccinated and boostered for IBR, BVDV (types 1 & 2), Pls, BRSV, M.
haemolytica (with toxoid), H. somni, and 7-way clostridial. Bulls were divided into four pens
based on incoming age and farm contemporary group. The 20 older bulls were penned together
and classified as the “senior” division, with all remaining bulls classified as “junior”. Bulls were
treated for internal and external parasites, administered a nasal vaccine against bovine
respiratory disease complex and dosed with a maternal bovine appeasing substance at arrival
(Table 2).

Table 2. Group treatment of bulls, 2025-26

Date Product Purpose
10/3  Safe-guard Internal parasite control
10/3  BOVILIS Nasalgen 3-PMH  Prevent IBR, BVD, Pls, BRSV, M. haemolytica & P. multocida
10/3  FerAppease Mitigate detrimental effects of stress
10/21 Corid 1.25% crumbles Coccidiosis prevention/treatment
10/21 Aureomycin 4G Control of pneumonia caused by Pasteurella spp.
12/12 Clean-Up I External parasite control
RATIONS

Bulls were fed once daily in fenceline bunks or in the SmartFeed bunks (during feed test) with
feed that was raised or purchased by Wernette Cattle Co. Feeds were sampled periodically for
nutrient composition analysis. Rations were formulated and adjusted every 28 d. The feed test
diet was formulated to contain 43.0% haylage, 27.2% corn silage, 28.7% dry distillers grain and
0.9% mineral/vitamin supplement and 0.2% limestone on a dry matter (DM) basis. Average
nutrient content was 17.7% crude protein and 0.51 Mcal NEy/Ib on a DM-basis. In accordance
with BIF guidelines, bulls are given an increased percentage of dietary forage for 6 weeks post-
evaluation, along with daily exercise throughout the test, to further prepare them for the
breeding season and optimize reproductive performance.

PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

Bulls were weighed with a chute scale on d 0 (arrival), 20, 21, 50, 70, 118, and 119 to monitor
growth rate, and had hip height measured on d 21, 118 and 119. As-fed feed intake was
measured using the SmartFeed bunks from d 21 to 70 (49 d). SmartScale scales were used to
measure daily weights throughout the evaluation. However, SmartScale weights were not
utilized beyond d 70 due to freezing weather interference. Total mixed ration dry matter was
determined on d 10, 40, and 60 using a food dehydrator (COSORI model CP267-FD, Vesync Co.,
Ltd, Anaheim, CA) set at 165°F for 46 to 48 h. Interim performance reports were published to
mibulls.com and communicated to an email list. Average daily gain and WDA ratios were
calculated for the combined junior and senior classifications. To be sale eligible, bulls must
have had a minimum average daily gain of 2.8 Ib/day. Average performance measures by age
classification and breed are listed in Table 3. Growth performance by pen is shown in Figure 1.
Ultrasound measurement of fat thickness, ribeye area, and intramuscular fat percentage was
completed on 12/1/25 for the oldest bulls and on 2/3/26 for the remaining bulls. All ultrasound
data were processed through the CUP Lab (Ames, IA), which submitted the interpreted data to
the respective breed associations for carcass data Expected Progeny Difference (EPD)
calculations. Table 3 lists the average ultrasound measures, and Figure 2 displays rib fat
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thickness measured at the spring ultrasound, as an indication of bull body condition compared
to previous years.

Table 3. Performance measures by age division and breed, 2025-26

Farm Evaluation measures Ultrasound, 365-d
np* Act. Adj. |Initial Final ADG, WDA, DM, Frame Scrotal REA, IMF,
BW WW wt,Ib wt,lb Ib/d Ib/d Ib/d RFl score cir.,cm Fatin in? %
Senior
Angus 2 820 766 1151 1543 4.23 319 26.7 -1.89 6.4 355 0.17 14.0 250
Simmental 18 769 691 1131 1492 3.48 298 28.5 -0.21 5.0 36.3 0.21 13.7 241
Junior
Angus 38 80.6 684 831 1214 3.83 326 226 0.44 5.5 356 0.29 134 3.30
Charolais 2 84.0 969 943 1259 4.18 3.94 159 -5.09 6.7 378 0.19 15.8 0.78
P.Hereford 2 85.0 691 874 1264 4.02 316 233 0.36 5.6 37.0 0.36 12.8 1.67
Red Angus 3 743 646 817 1204 3.55 3.00 19.8 -2.15 5.0 37.0 0.28 141 3.08
Simmental 20 80.2 640 826 1202 3.75 3.06 220 0.38 5.0 347 024 133 235
All bulls 85 79.7 683 904 1280 3.84 3.15 23.6 0.00 5.3 33.2 0.26 13.5 2.79
*Number of bulls that began the evaluation. The actual n may differ for different traits.
Figure 1. Growth performance by pen, 2025-26
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Figure 2. Spring ultrasound actual rib fat thickness, 2009-26
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All bulls offered for sale passed a breeding soundness exam (BSE), including semen evaluation
according to the Society for Theriogenology standards. Bulls born between February 1 and
March 31, 2025, had to meet all requirements of a BSE, except, the normal sperm morphology
requirement was lowered to 50%, compared to 70% for those born before February 1. Table 4
summarizes BSE results for bulls born February 1 and later, including bulls that passed at the
lowered morphology threshold. Thirteen bulls received a BSE recheck just prior to the sale (two
for white blood cells (WBC) and two for penile warts and 10 for semen quality). Five bulls with
semen quality issues were again classified as deferred at recheck. Table 5 outlines a historical
summary for causes of sale ineligibility. Eighteen bulls failed to meet all the sales criteria.

Table 4. BSE results for February and March born bulls, 5-year summary

Target
fat thickness

Program year

Breeding Soundness Exam category 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26
Passing, total 38 17 24 18 19
Passing, 50-69% normal morphology 5 2 3 2 2
Deferred or failing, total 7 5 6 3 1
Deferred or failing for semen morphology 6 4 2 2 0
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Table 5. Causes for sale ineligibility, 5-year summary

Program year
2021-22  2022-23 2023-24  2024-25 2025-26

Number of bulls evaluated 98 90 81 76 85
Number ineligible for sale 26 23 14 15 18
Reason for ineligibility
ADG 6 5 5 1 2
BSE 15 9 4 10 8
Semen quality 14 7 2 9 5
No semen 0 0 0 0 1
Scrotal circ. 0 0 0 0 1
Genital warts 1 1 1 1 0
Repro structure 0 1 (g;izlr;g) (Iaceratior;l) 0 1\522?;;2:;
Structure/feet 3 7 2% 3 1
Temperament 0 1 1 1 2
Injury/health 2 1 1 0
Consignor request 0 0 0 0 4
Lethal genetic defect 0 0 0 0 0
Breed registration 0 0 2 0 0
Mortality 0 0 0 0 1

*Both bulls were also average daily gain ineligible.

Bulls were scored for foot structure to eliminate bulls from the sale that had a likelihood of
future impaired movement and reduced longevity. Bulls were visually screened for extremes in
foot angle, claw set, or leg conformation upon delivery to the station. On the second to last day
of the average daily gain (ADG) test period (d 119) scores for foot angle and claw set (1 to 9
scale, where 5 is ideal) were assigned by two independent evaluators per established
guidelines?. When there was scoring variation among a bull's feet, the worst foot for that trait
was scored. The distribution of foot angle and claw set scores are shown in Figure 3. At scoring,
one bull was disqualified due to foot angle (score of 3). Two bulls were culled during the test for
poor temperament, and two bulls failed to meet the minimum ADG requirement. There was one
mortality 43 days into the evaluation. A veterinarian-conducted field necropsy revealed
extensive lung consolidation from bovine respiratory disease complex. Table 6 presents the
historic averages for the percentage of sale eligibility by bull birth month.

Seventy-two qualified bulls were freeze branded with the Bull Evaluation brand and fitted (five
bulls were subsequently scratched from the sale for failure to pass BSE recheck). Sale order
was determined by the evaluation index, with the lowest indexing bull selling first. The
evaluation index was the sum of percentile rankings for six EPD values (calving ease direct,
weaning weight, yearling weight, maternal milk [no additional benefit when less than 20%),

2American Angus Association. n.d. Foot score guidelines. Available:
https://www.angus.org/Performance/Documents/footscoreposter.pdf
8
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marbling, and ribeye area), and two times the sum of the evaluation percentile rankings for ADG,
WDA, and residual feed intake (RFI), all divided by 12.

Figure 3. Foot angle and claw set score frequency, 2025-26
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Table 6. Historic sale eligibility by birth month (3-year detail, 10-year average)

2023-24 2024-25

_B.month No. Out Eligible % Eligible _B. month No. Out Eligible % Eligible
Sep 14 3 11 79% Sep 12 2 10 83%
Oct 7 1 6 86% Oct 3 0 3 100%
Nov 0 0 0 Nov 5 0 5 100%
Dec 7 1 6 86% Dec 6 2 4 67%
Jan 19 2 17 89% Jan 27 6 21 78%
Feb 18 5 13 72% Feb 18 2 16 89%
Mar 16 2 14 88% Mar 5 3 2 40%
Total 81| 14 67 83% Total 76| 15 61 80%
2025-26 10-year average, 2015-16 to present

_B. month No. Out Eligible % Eligible _B. month No. Out Eligible % Eligible
Sep 17 6 11 65% Sep 83| 25 58 70%
Oct 7 1 6 86% Oct 44 8 36 82%
Nov 5 1 4 80% Nov 28 5 23 82%
Dec 10 0 10 100% Dec 54| 12 42 78%
Jan 25 2 23 92% Jan 287 | 55 232 81%
Feb 6 0 6 100% Feb 210 | 52 158 75%
Mar 15 8 7 47% Mar 172 | 66 106 62%
Total 85| 18 67 79% Total 878 | 223 655 75%
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ADVERTISING AND COMMUNICATION

The MCA staff managed advertising in print and online trade publications Table 7, and a
Facebook and Instagram campaign on the MCA accounts shown in Table 8.

Table 7. Trade publication and other advertising, 2025-26

Outlet

Advertisement

Amer. Simmental Assoc. printed
calendar insert

Calendar sale day only

Amer. Simmental Assoc.

Date Book in Register and SimTalk sale day only

Amer. Simmental Assoc.

Online Calendar sale day only

Angus Journal, Performance Report

Performance report sourced from MiBulls.com

Amer. Angus Assoc., online calendar

Online Calendar sale day only

Amer. Angus Assoc., printed calendar

Angus Journal & Angus Beef Bulletin calendar sale day only

Angus Journal

' page January & February

Amer. Hereford Assoc., online calendar

Online Calendar sale day only

Amer. Red Angus, online calendar

Online Calendar sale day only

Sale day buyer gift

Ear tag key chains

Bull Pen App

Sale app

Open House postcard

4"x6" postcard

MI Farm News (print)

2 Col.x4" (2.819x4") February x2

Angus Media online catalog

Online website

MI Farm Trader

Full page January & February, March half page

Progressive Cattle Magazine

1/12 ad. January & February & March

SheridanAuctionService.com posting

Online website

West Branch Feeder Calf sale catalog

' page

Sale day sponsor banner

Sponsor banner

MCA Information Exchange

November, December, January, February

MCA eblast

Michigan Cattleman Magazine

Winter, Spring

MIBulls emails and reports

Facebook & Instagram posts

Table 8. MCA social media (Facebook & Instagram) campaign*

Date Social media post Views/reach Engagement Likes Shares
7/10/25 2026 Bull Eval Nominations 2579 15 5 9
7/28/25 Goal for 2026 Bull Eval Program 1804 7 2 5
8/26/25 One week left to submit Nominations 2389 15 10 4
9/2/25 Nominations due Today 1546 7 6 1
9/13/25 Mark your Calendars for 2026 Bull Eval 1431 9 6 2
9/29/25 Bull Eval Facility Location 9595 43 32 11
12/13/25 Conclusion of feed test and latest report 2416 8 8 0
12/22/25 75 days till Open House 3694 16 9 7

10
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Date Social media post Views/reach Engagement Likes Shares
12/29/25 82 days till Sale 1938 15 11 4
1/19/26 Mark your Calendars for 2026 Bull Eval Flyer 3464 20 12 8
1/31/26 January Weigh Day 2641 30 18 11
2/13/26 Data in. Doubt out. 1413 17 15 2
2/20/26 Video Catalog is Live 1615 5 3 2
2/27/26 Join us for 2026 MCA-MSU Bull Eval Open House 704 5 6 2
2/27/26 Join us for 2026 MCA-MSU Bull Eval Open House 705 3 3 1
3/1/26 7 days till Open House 2548 18 12 4
3/1/26 20 days till Sale 1686 17 13 4
3/4/26 Bull Eval Catalog is Live 4562 19 5 14
3/5/26 Join us for 2026 MCA-MSU Bull Eval Open House 784 5 5 2
3/7/26 Open House is Today 1566 16 14 2
3/11/26 10 Days till Sale 1522 13 6 6
3/11/26 Join us for 2026 MCA-MSU Bull Eval Sale 582 3 3 2
3/12/26 Bull Pen App 9297 7 7 0
3/16/26 5 days till Sale 1991 18 9 9
3/16/26 Join us for 2026 MCA-MSU Bull Eval Sale 857 6 5 2
3/18/26 3 days till Sale 2399 1370 18 10
3/20/26 Construction Post 4875 26 17 8
3/21/26 Sale Day Post 5016 28 21 7
3/24/26 Thank you to buyers, bidders, and sponsors 1890 14 9 4

Total 77,509 1,775 | 290 143

*As of 5/5/26, the MCA had 4.7k Facebook and 291 Instagram followers.

Data reports were published by MSU on MiBulls.com and communicated to buyers via email
campaigns using a MailChimp account. Figure 4 depicts the open and click rate for emails sent
during the 2025-26 program. Three weeks prior to the sale, bulls were videoed individually and
links to edited videos were published on DVAuction.com. The sale catalog was published on
Angus.org and linked to MiBulls.com, and sale data was posted within the BullPEN mobile app
for sorting bull data. Angus Media tracks online traffic to their website and opening of the sale
catalog — associated data is shown in Figure 5. The BullPEN database records referrals from
the mibulls.com website, which is a measure of traffic and interest in using the app. Figure 6.

11
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Figure 4. Email open and click rates, 2025-26*
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*As of 5/03/26, the MCA-MSU Bull Evaluation MailChimp account contained 493 email subscribers.
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Figure 5. Angus Media sale book users, 2025-26
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SALE RESULTS

Approximately 75-100 potential buyers attended an open house on March 7, 2026, to view bulls
and visit breeders before the sale. The culmination of the program was the auction of 67 eligible
bulls, at the station on March 21, 2026. All pertinent information was published in the sale
catalog, including consignor contact information, breed, breed percentage, birth date,
registration number, actual birth weight, adjusted weaning weight, actual and adjusted scrotal
circumference, claw set, foot angle, 365-day adjusted measures for ultrasound intramuscular
fat percentage, ribeye area, and fat thickness, test average daily gain, DM intake, RFI, RFI
percentile, off test weight, off test weight per day of age, frame score, a two-generation
pedigree, and EPDs, breed specific economic indexes, and their calculated percentiles. In
addition, a graph was included that displayed the percentile rankings of the primary EPDs. All
bulls were sire-verified and had genomically enhanced EPDs.

DVAuction was used to offer an online bidding option to buyers. A minimum floor price of
$3,500 was established, and all bulls were sold for the minimum bid or more. Table 9 includes
bulls sold and sale averages for bulls by breed. The number of bulls sold and average sale price
is shown in Figure 7 compared to past sales. Table 10 provides sale averages and number of
bulls sold at regional bull sales. Table 11 provides a 5-year summary of viewers, bidders, and
buyers. Figure 8 displays the location of bull buyers from the 2025-26 sale.

Table 9. Sale prices by breed, 2025-26

Breed Bulls Gross Average
Angus 33 $252,500 $7,651.52
Simmental & SimAngus 27 $193,250 $7,157.41
Polled Hereford 2 $12,500 $6,250.00
Charolais 2 $16,500 $8,250.00
Red Angus 3 $20,000 $6,666.67
Total 67 $494,750 $7,384.33

14
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Figure 7. Bulls sold and average sale price, 2000-26
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Table 10. Regional bull sale statistics, Spring, 2026

Bulls
Sale date Catalogn Sold n Avg. price

Bull test sales

Western lllinois University Bull Test  Mar. 13 41 38 $6,499
Pennsylvania Performance Bull Test Mar. 27 85 85 $6,963
Wisconsin BIA Bull Test Apr. 4 78 71 $6,567
Indiana Bull Evaluation Program Apr. 18 101 96 $7,503
Michigan private sales
Great Lakes Beef Connection Mar. 14 104 100 $9,511
Rural Route 5 Mar. 16 16 14 $4,339
Brumfield Angus Mar. 24 46 45 $7,239

15
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Item 2023 2024 2025 2026

Registered on-site bidders 55 60 66 85 77
Online viewers* 130 161 149 146 159f
Online bids 98 111 95 53 145
Online active bidders 13 19 19 13 23
Bulls sold online 17 26 15 6 19
Out-of-state buyers 1 3 0 3
Total bull buyers (live & online) 47 46 49 52 52

*Viewers that were online for > 10 min.

*Online viewers were from AL(1), CA(1), IA(2), IN(1), KS(1), LA(1), MI(124), MN(1), MO(2), ND(3),

NE(7), OH(4), OK(2), OR(1), PA(2), SD(3), TN(1), UT(1), WV(1).

16
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*Not shown, one purchase from Mexico, MO.

Program, consignor, and individual bull costs and revenues are
included in the confidential report for consignors and program staff.
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